
WEDDING CEREMONY OPTIONS 

Heather Saul, Ordained Minister 

chefhsaul@yahoo.com (410) 207-1341 

 

Dear Bride & Groom,  

Please delete what you don’t want to use, insert whatever you like to personalize your 

ceremony & e-mail this document back to me at least a week before your date. 

 

  

PRESENTATION OF THE BRIDE 

 

OPTIONAL: Who gives their blessings on this marriage and the joining of this family? 

 Respondent, “We do” or “I do” 

 

#1 We are here because we love __________&___________. 

 We rejoice that they have found each other and that through each other,  

 They have come to know the power of love. We are gathered here today to  

 support and share that love. We celebrate this union of their hearts, minds, bodies 

 & souls and wish them great joy. 

 

#2 Friends, we are gathered here today in the presence of God to share with________ 

 and_____________ in the most important time of their lives. In the time they  

 have been together, their love has grown & matured and now, they shall begin  

 their journey together as husband & wife. 

 

#3 We have come here today at the invitation of __________and__________ to 

 share in the joy of their wedding. This outward celebration that we shall see and 

 hear is an expression of the inner love and devotion they have in their hearts 

 towards one another. Marriage is the clasping of hands, the blessing of two hearts, 

 the union of two lives into one and your marriage must stand, not by the authority 

 of the State, no by the seal on your wedding certificate, but by the power of faith 

 and love you have in one another. 

 

 

#4 For Vow Renewal 

 We are here because we love_____________and _______________. 

 We rejoice that they have found each other and that through each other,  

 they have come to know the power of love. We are gathered here today to  

 honor and share that love and to reflect on the time they have spent together. 
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OPTIONAL: PRESENTATION OF ROSES TO THE MOTHERS 
  

Marriage is a coming together of two lives and a celebration of the love of two people. The love 

that _________ and ________feel for one another is the flowering of a seed their mothers planted 

in their hearts years ago. As they embrace one another in their love, so do they embrace the 

families which have been brought together on this happy occassion. As a sign of their love for 

their families, _________ and ________would like to offer the symbol of eternal love, these 

roses, to their mothers, _________ and ________.  

   

_________ and ________want you to know that your efforts were not in vain and that your love 

is very much appreciated. They thank you for everything you have instilled in them. These Roses 

are a promise that no matter how far apart you are that you are not forgotten and a reminder that 

you are always in their hearts and prayers.   

 

OPENING POEM OR READING  

 

#1   A reading from I Corinthians 13: 1-13 

 

 
1
If I speak in the tongues

[a]
 of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a 

resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 
2
If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all 

mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not 

love, I am nothing. 
3
If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the 

flames,
[b]

 but have not love, I gain nothing.  
4
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not 

envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 
5
It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily 

angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 
6
Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 

truth. 
7
It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  

 
8
Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are 

tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 
9
For we know 

in part and we prophesy in part, 
10

but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. 
11

When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. 

When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. 
12

Now we see but a poor reflection 

as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, 

even as I am fully known.  

 
13

And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28651a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28653b


           

#2 I carry your heart with me by  E.E. Cummings 
 

I carry your heart with me 

I carry it in my heart 

I am never without it 

anywhere I go you go, my dear; and whatever is done 

by only me is your doing, my darling 

I fear no fate 

for you are my fate, my sweet 

I want no world 

for beautiful you are my world, my true 

and it's you are whatever a moon has always meant 

and whatever a sun will always sing is you 

 

here is the deepest secret nobody knows 

here is the root of the root and the bud of the bud 

and the sky of the sky of a tree called life; which grows 

higher than the soul can hope or mind can hide 

and this is the wonder that's keeping the stars apart 

 

I carry your heart 

I carry it in my heart 

 

#3 “Marriage” from Kahlil Gibran’s The Prophet 

You were born together, and together you shall be forever more. 

You shall be together when the white wings of death scatter your days. 

But let there be spaces in your togetherness. 

And let the winds of heaven dance between you. 

Love one another, but make not a bond of love; 

let it rather be a moving sea between the shores of your souls. 

Fill each other's cup, but drink not from one cup. 

Give one another of your bread but eat not from the same loaf. 

Sing and dance together and be joyous, but let each one of you be alone. 

Even as the strings of a lute are alone though they quiver with the same music. 

Give your heart, but not into each other's keeping. 

For only the hands of life can contain your hearts. 

And stand together yet not too near together: 

For the pillars of the temple stand apart, 

And the oak tree and the cypress grow not in each other's shadow. 



 

#4 A sonnet by Elizabeth Barret Browning: 

 I love you not only for what you are, but for what I am when I am with you. 

 I love you not only for what you make of yourself, but for what you are making 

 of me.  I love you for the part of me you bring out; I love you for putting your 

 hands on my heaped up heart and passing over all the foolish weak things…. 

 and for drawing out the light, all the beautiful belongings that no one else had 

 looked quite far enough to find. 

 I love you because you have done more than any creed could have done to make 

 me good and more than any fate could of done to make me happy. 

 You have done it without a touch, without a word, without a sign. You have 

 done it by being yourself. 

 

What is marriage? 

 

It is the most beautiful thing that can happen between two people in love. A marriage is 

more than just husband and wife.  It is a bridge, which allows the love of two special 

people to give meaning and worth and wonder to life.  It is a continual process of 

building; of shaping; of communicating; of caring.  It is the deepest and sweetest 

understanding.  It is sharing todays and tomorrows together and making each one more 

treasured and more complete than anyone could make alone. A marriage is a home 

interwoven with hopes and memories and dreams. The thankfulness and love it can bring 

have no comparison. 

 

As families and friends, you form the community of support that surrounds 

________________and  _____________________. Each of you, by your presence 

here today, is being called upon to uphold them in honoring and loving each other. 

Always stand beside them, never between them. Offer them your love and support, not 

your judgment. Encourage them with your kindness and loving hearts, and honor this 

marriage into which they have come to be joined today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SECOND READING 

 

"The Art Of Marriage" by Wilferd A. Peterson   
A good marriage must be created. 

In the art of marriage the little things are the big things... 
It is never being too old to hold hands. 

It is remembering to say "I love you" at least once each day. 
It is never going to sleep angry. 

It is having a mutual sense of values and common objectives. 
It is forming a circle of love that gathers in the whole family. 

It is speaking words of appreciation and  
demonstrating gratitude in thoughtful ways. 
It is having the capacity to forgive and forget. 

It is giving each other an atmosphere in which each can grow. 
It is finding room for the things of the spirit. 

It is a common search for the good and the beautiful. 
It is not only marrying the right partner... 

It is being the right partner. 
 

 

 

 

#2 Maybe, author unknown 

 

Maybe…We are supposed to meet the wrong people before meeting the Right one, so that 

when we finally meet the right person, we will know how to be grateful for that gift.  

Maybe...it is true that we don't know what we have got until we lose it, but it is also true that 

we don't know what we have been missing until it arrives 

Maybe...the happiest of people don't necessarily have the best of Everything; they just make 

the most of everything that comes along their Way. 

Maybe...the best kind of love is the kind you where you can sit on a sofa Together never say 

a word, and then walk away feeling like it was the best Conversation you've ever had 

Maybe...you shouldn't go for looks; they can deceive. Don't go for wealth; even that fades 

away. Go for someone who makes you smile, because it takes only a smile to make a dark 

day seem bright.  

Maybe...you should hope for enough happiness to make you sweet, enough trials to make you 

strong, enough sorrow to keep you human, and enough hope to make you happy. 

Maybe Love is not about finding the perfect person; it's about learning to see an imperfect 

person perfectly. When you do what you can, love will do what you can't 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

#3 “Falling in love is like owning a dog” an epithalamion by Taylor Mali 

 

First of all, it's a big responsibility,  

especially in a city like New York.  

So think long and hard before deciding on love.  

On the other hand, love gives you a sense of security:  

when you're walking down the street late at night  

and you have a leash on love, ain't no one going to mess with you.  

Because crooks and muggers think love is unpredictable.  

Who knows what love could do in its own defense?  

On cold winter nights, love is warm.  

It lies between you and lives and breathes and makes funny noises.  

Love wakes you up all hours of the night with its needs.  

It needs to be fed so it will grow and stay healthy. 

Love doesn't like being left alone for long.  

But come home and love is always happy to see you.  

It may break a few things accidentally in its passion for life,  

but you can never be mad at love for long.  

Is love good all the time? No! No!  

Love can be bad. Bad, love, bad! Very bad love. 

Love makes messes.  

Love leaves you little surprises here and there.  

Love needs lots of cleaning up after.  

Sometimes you just want to get love fixed.  

Sometimes you want to roll up a piece of newspaper and swat love on the nose,  

not so much to cause pain,  

just to let love know Don't you ever do that again!  

Sometimes love just wants to go for a nice long walk.  

Because love loves exercise.  

It runs you around the block and leaves you panting.  

It pulls you in several different directions at once, or winds around and around you  

until you're all wound up and can't move.  

But love makes you meet people wherever you go.  

People who have nothing in common but love  

stop and talk to each other on the street. 



Throw things away and love will bring them back,  

again, and again, and again.  

But most of all, love needs love, lots of it.  

And in return, love loves you and never stops.  

#4 Marriage Fulfills the Dreams and Love Two People Share   By Glenda Wilm 

 
Everyone searches for one special person 

They can share their lives with. 

The other half who makes them whole, 

Like two notes blending together to make a beautiful song, 

Or the colours that complement 

Each other to form a rainbow. 

It is everyone’s wish to have a lifetime of sunny days, 

A rainbow after every storm; 

A lifetime of loving and living and growing and giving, 

Of sharing and caring; a lifetime of days together, 

Learning from the bad times and cherishing the good times. 

Marriage is everything your heart desires 

And the strength, courage and determination to work for it. 

In marriage you take care of each other’s heart 

And hold on to what you share. 

You hold it gently so it doesn’t smother 

And firmly so it doesn’t slip away. 

Hold it so that it can grow 

And you can grow together 

And live and laugh and love together always. 

#5 An excerpt from Captain Corelli’s “Mandolin” 

 

Love is a temporary madness; it erupts like volcanoes and then subsides. And when it 

subsides you have to make a decision. You have to work out whether your roots have so 

entwined together that it is inconceivable that you should ever part. Because this is what 

love is. Love is not breathlessness, it is not excitement, it is not the promulgation of 

eternal passion. That is just being in love, which any fool can do. Love itself is what is 

left over when being in love has burned away, and this is both an art and a fortunate 

accident. Those that truly love have roots that grow towards each other underground, and 

when all the pretty blossoms have fallen from their branches, they find that they are one 

tree and not two. 

 

 



 

 

CONVOCATION 

 

#1 There are no obligations on earth more sweet or tender than those you are about to 

 assume.  There are no vows more solemn than those you are about to make. There 

 Is no human institution more sacred than that of the commitment you are about to 

 make.  From this day forward, you shall be each other’s home, comfort & refuge. 

 Your marriage will be strengthened by mutual love & respect. 

 

#2 Marriage is as ancient an institution as the human family.  A wedding is more  

 than a social event or a mere formal observance.  It is the celebration of a couple’s 

 highest aspirations.  A relationship this sacred must not be entered into casually 

 or frivolously, but thoughtfully and deliberately.  It is into this covenant that 

 ___________ and_____________come now to be joined. 

 

 

#3 Christian marriage is not living merely for each other; it is two persons, uniting 

 & joining hands to serve God.  Seek His kingdom first, His righteousness, and He 

 will add all other things to you. Do not expect perfection from each other—that 

 belongs solely to God.  You need not minimize each other’s weaknesses, but 

 always be swift to praise & magnify each other’s points of comeliness & strength, 

 and see each other through kind and patient eyes. May you never take each  

 other’s love for granted. 

 

#4 Treat your marriage as a living thing.  Treat it with respect and nourish it with 

 whatever it needs to keep it young and vibrant.  Remember to be kind to one 

 another.  Strive to be gentle with criticism and generous with praise.  Be 

 empathetic and trusting.  Allow yourselves to transcend your own limitations 

 through the love you have for each other.  It is love which shatters all 

 limitations and dissolves all fears. What has brought you together will keep  

 you whole for love is life’s greatest emotion and its finest work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INVOCATION 

 

#1 We give thanks for the longing for love and for the capability of loving.  We 

 give thanks for _____________and______________, for their open hearts and 

 willing spirits and for the example of love that they embody in our presence. 

 Be with them on this joyous occasion of showing their love, and may all of 

 us who witness this occasion be blessed. 



 

 

#2 May you have many joys, and be the the light of each other’s days 

 May all that you are, always be in love, and all that is love, always be in you. 

 May you always see and encourage the best in each other; 

 May the challenges that life brings your way make your marriage grow stronger; 

 And may you always be each other’s best friend and greatest love. 

 

 

#3 May you be surrounded by deep love and wonderful friends. 

 May you live together to see your children’s children. 

 May you be poor in misfortune and rich in luck. 

 May you know nothing but happiness from this day forward. 

 

#4 We walk through this earth in search of love and understanding, and when these 

 things make themselves felt through the gaze of another person’s eyes, we can’t 

 help but be moved by it.  We want to acknowledge this miracle by recognizing  

 that it is part of the mystery of life.  What better way to celebrate the mystery of 

 life than in the midst of nature and these beautiful trees and flowers.  Natural 

 beauty reminds of all that is good and pure and right in this world. Every spring 

 as mother nature gives re-birth to all the plants around us, ______and________ 

 will continually be reminded of how pure their love is, and may that love be made 

 new again with every changing season….(may continue with Cherokee Prayer) 

 

 

#5 Cherokee Prayer 

 

 God in heaven above, please protect the ones we love. 

 We honor all you created as we pledge our hearts and lives together. 

 We honor Mother Earth and ask for our marriage to be abundant and grow 

  stronger through the seasons. 

 We honor fire and ask that our union be warm and glowing with love in our 

  hearts. 

 We honor wind and ask that we sail through life calm and safe in our father’s 

  arms. 

 We honor water to clean and sooth our relationship that it may never thirst for 

  love. 

 With all the forces of the Universe that you created, we pray for harmony and 

  true happiness as we grow young together. Amen. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SERMON 

 

#1 This ceremony is an opportunity for _______and __________ to celebrate their  

 love and to honor everyone who has given so much to them.   

 As their witnesses, you have the privilege of experiencing their love in its 

 highest form.  Love is the strongest power there is.  Love can change lives and 

 make the world a better place.  Marriage and family are the most significant 

 bonds in our lives.   

 

 A lasting marriage should continually grow in understanding and respect. 

 Consideration of each other’s feelings and needs grows out of truly caring for the 

 other. Because of this caring, it is possible to share the joys and successes as well 

 as the sorrows and failures. A good and balanced union is on that is equal in 

 strength and fragility which is born and reborn over the years. 

 

   

 

#2  Apache Marriage Blessing 

 

 Now you will feel no rain, for each of you will be the shelter for each other. Now 

you will feel no cold, for each of you will be the warmth for the other. Now you are two 

persons, but there is only one life before. Go now to your dwelling place to enter into the 

days of your life together. And may your days be good and long upon the earth. 

 

Treat yourselves and each other with respect, and remind yourselves often of what 

brought you together. Give the highest priority to the tenderness, gentleness and kindness 

that your connection deserves. When frustration, difficulty and fear assail your 

relationship - as they threaten all relationships at one time or another - remember to focus 

on what is right between you, not only the part which seems wrong. In this way, you can 

ride out the storms when clouds hide the face of the sun in your lives - remembering that 

even if you lose sight of it for a moment, the sun is still there. And if each of you takes 

responsibility for the quality of your life together, it will be marked by abundance and 

delight. 

 

 

 

 

#3 Traditional Christian 

 

 (TO THE GROOM) 

 God has ordained man as the spiritual head, as the responsible provider and as 

 the initiator of love in this human relationship.  By His establishment, your 

 strength must be your wife’s protector, your character her boast & pride. You 

 must live so that she will find a haven in you for which the heart of a woman 



 truly longs. 

 

 (TO THE BRIDE) 

 It is God’s purpose that you be a loving, faithful wife and that you respond to 

 your husband’s tenderness with a deep sense of understanding. It is His desire 

 that you possess that inner beauty of soul that never fades: that eternal youth 

 that is found in holding fast the things that never age. 

 

 (TO THE COUPLE) 

 Christian marriage is not merely, living for each other; it is 2 people uniting hands 

 to serve God.  May you serve him happily, faithfully, together all the days of your  

 lives.  You both stand before us as children of God.  It is the duty of you both to 

 delight each in the society of the other, to remember that in interest and in  

 reputation, as in affection,  to be henceforth one and undivided. See to it that 

 what God has brought together, man will never tear apart. 

 

 

 

 

#4 For Vow Renewal 

  

 When you first joined hands ______ years ago, you did not know where life 

 would  take you. You promised to love, honor & cherish one another throughout 

 all things. Life has certainly brought you both wonderful blessings and difficult 

 tribulations. Therefore, you have fulfilled your promise to each other. God is 

 smiling on you both as you come here today to reaffirm your wedding vows.  As 

 you reflect back over all the years you have together as husband & wife; 

 remember also the difficult times which have in turn strengthened your love. 

 Keep in mind that your love is ever evolving, as you grow together into the best 

 possible partners you can be. 

 

OPTIONAL: THE SEVEN BLESSINGS (JEWISH) 

Each  may be read by a different person 

1. We acknowledge the Unity of all within the sovereignty of God, 

realizing that each separate moment and every distinct object points to 

and share in this oneness. 

2. We acknowledge the Unity of all within the sovereignty of God, 

recognizing and appreciating the blessing of being human 

 

3. We acknowledge the Unity of all within the sovereignty of God, 

realizing the special gift of awareness that permits us to perceive this 



unity and the wonder we experience as a man and a women joined to 

live together. 

4. May rejoicing resound throughout the world as the homeless are given 

homes, persecution and oppression cease, and all people learn to live 

in peace with each other and in harmony with their environment. 

 

5. From the Divine, source of all energy, we call forth an abundance of 

love to envelop this couple.  May they be for each other lovers and 

friends, and may their love partake of the same innocence, purity, and 

sense of discovery that we imagine the first couple to have 

experienced. 

6. We acknowledge the Unity of all within the sovereignty of God, and 

we highlight today job and gladness, bridegroom and bride, delight 

and cheer, love and harmony, peace and companionship.  May we all 

witness the day when the dominant sounds through the world will be 

these sounds of happiness, the voices of lovers, the sounds of feasting 

and singing.  

7. Praised is love; blessed be this marriage.  May the bride and 

bridegroom rejoice together. 

 

  

 

OPTIONAL- LIGHTING OF THE UNITY CANDLE 

 

 At this time, I would like to invite the mothers of the bride and groom 

 forward to light a candle, offering their blessings on this relationship. 

 (TO THE BRIDE AND GROOM) 

 

 As you both take your candles to light the unity candle, may it signify to all 

 that this one candle embodies the love that___________and ___________share, 

 and from this moment forward, you both will be as one.  

 
 Although you are now entering into marriage, you do not; however,  lose your personal 

 identity. Rather, you will use your special individuality to create and strengthen the 

 relationship of marriage. Therefore all three candles remain glowing. The individual 

 candles represent all that makes each of you the wonderful and unique person the other 

 admires and respects. The Unity candle in the center symbolizes the union of your lives, 

 families, and friends, as well as your shining commitment to each other, and to a 

 lasting and loving marriage. 

 

OPTIONAL-BLENDING OF SANDS (in place of candles for outdoor weddings) 

 

At this time I would like to invite the bride and groom to take their container of sand. As you 

each hold your sand, the separate containers of sand represent your lives to this moment; 

individual and unique. As you now combine your sand together, your lives also join together as 

one family. 



You may now blend the sand together symbolizing the uniting of the bride and groom into one. 

Just as these grains of sand can never be separated and poured again into the individual 

containers, so will your marriage and your family be. 

 

 
OPTIONAL: BLENDING OF THE SANDS (for couples with children) 

 

Officiant: There are children who will share in this marriage. The gathering of this new family 

will have a deep influence upon them. It will both complicate and enrich their lives. They will 

also have much to contribute to this new family. We realize that in order for the home to be a 

happy one, it is essential that there be love and understanding between the children and the adults 

being married. 

Officiant to Bride and Groom: Is your love for each other broad enough to include ______ and 

deep enough to honor her presence in this marriage and to pledge yourselves to love and care for 

them? 

Bride and Groom: Yes, it is.  

Your family relationship is symbolized through the pouring of these individual containers of 

sand; one, representing (bride), one representing (groom) and one container for ___________. 

Officiant to Child/Children: _________, you are a vital part of this new marriage. (Bride) and 

(groom) give you their unconditional love and honor your presence in their lives. You will have a 

share in this union, for your lives will be touched by the covenant being made here today. Your 

participation is requested to help develop the bonds of a new family. 

As (bride) and (groom) have exchanged their pledges in holy union, we ask from you also a 

pledge, that you will join together to weave a fabric of mutual help and comfort, of challenge and 

support, and that you will help create a home and a way of life in which all of you may grow into 

the fullness of the best people you can be.  

As you each hold your sand the separate containers of sand represent your lives to this moment; 

individual and unique. As you now combine your sand together, your lives also join together as 

one family. 

You may now blend the sand together symbolizing the uniting of the children and bride and 

groom into one. 

Just as these grains of sand can never be separated and poured again into the individual 

containers, so will your marriage and your family be. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EXPRESSION OF INTENT/ VOWS 

 

 

 

The vows you are about to exchange represent your pledge to each other. For it is not the 

words that bind you together as one, but it is the love and commitment each of you feel 

deep within your soul. 

 

#1 ________, will you take this man to be your wedded husband, to live together 

 according to ethical principles?  Will you love him in pain and in sorrow? Will 

 you share joy with him when he is happy and respect his dignity as a man, from 

 this day forward, forsaking all others? (BRIDE: “I DO”) 

  

 ________, will you take this woman to be your wedded wife, to treat her with 

 honor and respect? Will you love her in pain and in sorrow? Will you share in her 

 joy when she is happy and be true to her, forsaking all others?  

 (GROOM: “I DO”) 

 

 

 

#2 ________and________, do you come to this union with a sincere desire to 

 join you lives together? (BRIDE & GROOM “WE DO.”) (Face each other, 

 holding hands) 

 

 BRIDE: I__________, take you__________ to be my wedded husband, my 

 partner in life and my one true love.  I will cherish your friendship and love you 

 today tomorrow and forever.  I will trust and honor you. I will laugh and cry with 

 you and faithfully love you thoroughout the best and most challenging times. 

 I will always be there for you, as I have given you my hand to hold, so I give you 

 my life to keep. 

 

 GROOM:  I__________, take you______________, to be my wedded partner 

 in life and my one true love, to have and to hold from this day forward, for 

 better or for worse, for richer or for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love, 

 honor and cherish all the days of your life. 

 

 

#3 Are you ready to say the vows you prepared for each other? 

 (BRIDE & GROOM RESPOND TOGETHER: “YES”.)  

 

 

 

#4 I____________, take you_________ to be my wedded partner in life. 

 In your eyes, I have found my home. 

 In your heart, I have found my love. 

 In your soul, I have found my mate. 



 

 

Optional response from the congregation: 

Ladies & gentlemen here today, do you offer your support & guidance to help nurture 

the love that__________________&_____________________ have for each other. If so, 

respond by saying “We do” (congregational response) 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

OPTIONAL: Letter Writing Ceremony  
At this time, I would like the mothers of the bride and groom bring forward their 
letters of support and guidance to be opened on ____________and ______________ one year 
anniversary. These letters contain not only advice for the ____________and 
______________, but also warmest wishes for a happy & successful marriage. 
____________and ______________ will also bring forward their letters to each other.  These 
letters contain remembrances of why the couple fell in love, what it is they love 
about each other right now and the hope they have for a bright future as they begin 
their journey together as husband and wife. 
 

 

 

BLESSING OF MARRIAGE 

 

#1 May the light of friendship guide your path together. 

 May the laughter of children grace the halls of your home. 

 May the joy of living for one another trip a smile to your lips. 

 And may the promises you make to each other hold fast and 

 all your heart’s desires be fulfilled. 

 

#2 Let us pray:  Our hearts are filled with great happiness as _________and 

 __________ pledge their lives to each other.  Grant that they will always 

 be true and loving to one another.  Temper their hearts with kindness and  

 understanding.  May the home they are creating today be a place of love and 

 harmony.  Bless this marriage we pray; Amen.  

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BLESSING OF THE RINGS 

 

Having this kind of love in your hearts for one another, you have chosen to exchange 

rings as the sign and seal of the promises you are making to one another today. 

 

#1 From the earliest times, the circle has been a symbol of completeness, a symbol 

 of committed love.  An unbroken and never ending circle symbolizes a commit- 

 ment of love that is also never ending.  As often as either of you look at this 

 symbol, you will be reminded of your commitment to love each other, which 

 you have made today. 



 

#2 For thousands of years couples have exchanged rings as tokens of their vows. 

 These simple metal bands are not of great value in and of themselves, but are 

 made precious by wearing them.  Your rings say that even in your uniqueness, 

 you have chosen to be bound together. 

 

#3 Wedding rings are an outward and visible sign of an inward spiritual grace 

 the unbroken circle of love, signifying to all the union of this man and this woman 

 in marriage.  May these rings, which symbolize never-ending love for each other, 

 be blessed and serve as daily reminders of the commitment you made today. 

 

#4 Just as we bear witness to a written covenant with our signature, so, too, do we 

 exchange wedding rings to seal the vows of marriage. May these rings forever 

 remind __________and __________ of their covenant with one another, as well 

 as the circle of love they have publicly created here today. Like these rings, may 

 their relationship be separate but close,  simple but beautiful; and may their 

 compassion and kindness for one another have no beginning and no end; May 

 thee rings always belong to their hands, and their love always belong to each 

 other’s hearts. 

 

 Wedding rings are an enduring symbol that remind us of the pledges we have 

 made to each other and of our responsibility to honor each other by honoring our 

 promises. 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

RING EXCHANGE 

 

#1 Groom/ Bride:  I give you this ring as a token of my abiding love, as a sign 

 that I have chosen you above all others.  All that I am, and all that I have, I 

 offer to you in joy and in sacred union. 

 

#2 Groom/ Bride:  With this ring, I thee wed. 

 

#3 I________, give you__________, this ring as a symbol of my commitment to 

 love, honor & respect you. Just as this circle is without end, my commitment 

 to you is eternal. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 



OPTIONAL HANDFASTING Choice #1 (not Wiccan): 

 

MINISTER TO THE BRIDE: 

 

 

BRIDE, please hold GROOM’S hands, palms up, where you may see the gift they are to 

you. 

These are the hands of your best friend, young and strong and vibrant with love, that are 

holding yours on your wedding day, as he promises to love you all the days of his life. 

These are the hands that will work along side yours, as together you build your future, as 

you laugh and cry, as you share your innermost secrets and dreams. These are the hands 

that will passionately love you and cherish you through the years, for a lifetime of 

happiness together. These are the hands that will countless times wipe the tears from your 

eyes: tears of sorrow and tears of joy. These are the hands that will comfort you when 

you are sick, or console you when you are grieving. These are the hands that will hold 

you tight and close to his heart as you build your future together. 

 

 

MINISTER TO GROOM 

 GROOM, please hold BRIDE’S hands, palms up, where you may see the gift they are to 

you. These are the hands of your best friend, smooth, young and carefree, that are holding 

yours on your wedding day, as she pledges her love and commitment to you all the days 

of her life. These are the hands that will hold you tight as you struggle through difficult 

times. These are the hands that will comfort you when you are sick, or console you when 

you are grieving. These are the hands that will passionately love you and cherish you 

through the years, for a lifetime of happiness. These are the hands that will give you 

support as she encourages you to chase down your dreams. Together as a team, 

everything you wish for can be realized.  

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

 

 

 



OPTIONAL HANDFASTING CHOICE#2: HONORING THE ELEMENTS 

Long before organized religion existed, couples sought to be married. Wedding 

ceremonies were based upon the cultural and spiritual traditions of the time as well as a 

reverence for the life-sustaining forces of Heaven and Earth.  

Our ancestors believed that the human being --- body, mind and soul --- shared 

characteristics with all things divine. It is this belief that assigned virtues to the cardinal 

directions: North, East, South and West. In this tradition, we now call upon the directions 

to preside over this ceremony, offering their gifts to the sacrament taking place here 

today. This invocation honors the future ________ and _______create with their 

marriage, as well as our ancient history, the lovely natural surroundings in which we 

stand, and all who have gathered here today. 

[Guests are invited to stand and face the four directions]  

(Facing East) 

Blessed be this union with the gifts of the East and the element of Air,  

for openness and breath, communication of the heart,  

and purity of the mind and body.  

From the east you receive the gift of a new beginning with the rising of each Sun, and the 

understanding that each day is a new opportunity for growth.  

(Facing South) 

Blessed be this union with the gifts of the South and the element of fire, 

for energy, passion, creativity and the warmth of a loving home.  

From the fire within you generate light, which you will share  

with one another in even the darkest of times.  

(Facing West) 

Blessed be this union with the gifts of the West, the element of water,  

for your capacity to feel emotion.  

In marriage you offer absolute trust to one another,  

and vow to keep your hearts open in sorrow as well as joy.  

(Facing North) 

Blessed be this union with the gifts of the North, the element of earth,  

which provides sustenance, fertility and security. The earth will feed and enrich you, and 

help you to build a stable home to which you may always return.  

___________and_____________ as your hands are bound together now,  

so your lives and spirits are joined in a union of love and trust. Above you are the stars 



and below you is the earth. Like the stars you love should be a constant source of light, 

and like the earth, a firm foundation from which to grow. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

OPTIONAL BREAKING OF THE GLASS (Jewish) 

 
The breaking of the wedding glass symbolizes the destruction of the Second Temple in Jerusalem 

and it will also be the last time the groom can put his foot down! It is a reminder that even in 

times of great joy that there is sadness. The glass also symbolizes the fragility of human 

relationships, so it must be cared for and not broken. It reminds us that although the couple came 

together as a single union, the world as a whole is broken and needs mending. Remember always 

that a broken wedding glass is forever changed, likewise, you both are forever changed by this 

marriage as you begin your journey together as husband and wife. 

(break the glass) 

 

OPTIONAL- JUMPING THE BROOM (African American) 

Jumping the broom is an African American tradition that stems back to the time when 

slaves were prevented from marrying. They developed this ritual as a way to unite in 

ceremony. Today we re-create the ceremony as a way to represent the joining together of 

two lives and the need for support of the marriage from the entire community. Lets all 

count out loud together “1-2-3-Jump!” and the bride and groom will jump the broom 

celebrating this new beginning as husband and wife. 

All together: 1-2-3 Jump! (bride & groom jump the broom) 

 

 

PRONOUNCEMENT 
 

#1 __________and___________ have come together with their hearts and minds 

 and souls, and pledged to one and other in holy matrimony.  I now pronounce 

 them husband and wife.    

 

 

#2 __________and ___________, you have declared before all of us that you will 

 live together in marriage.  You have made special promises to each other, which 

 have been symbolized by the joining of hands, the sharing of vows and the 

 receiving of rings. By the authority vested in me by the State of Maryland, I now 

 pronounce you to be husband and wife. 

  

 



#3 By joining hands now, let it be known that_____________ and ___________ 

 are joined, body and soul in this lifetime, and that this bond is sacred and 

 eternal.  And now that you have stood before me and exchanged these rings 

 and these vows, it gives me great pleasure to present, for the first time, 

  Mr. and Mrs___________!  

 

#4 Now that you have joined yourselves to each other by solemn vows, 

 and the giving and receiving of rings, I do now, by virtue of the authority invested 

 in me,  pronounce you husband and wife.  

 

Optional: You may now kiss the bride!  

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 


